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Replacement Theology—or Supersessionism—asserts that the Church has replaced Israel as 
God’s covenant people. Its advocates claim that Israel’s role in God’s redemptive plan ended 
with the coming of Christ and that the Church now inherits all of Israel’s promises. 
However, a close reading of Scripture reveals that this view distorts the biblical text and 
undermines God’s faithfulness to His covenants. The following passages, often cited by 
supersessionists, tell a very different story when read in context. 

1. Matthew 21:43 – “The Kingdom Will Be Taken Away from You” 

“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruit.” (Matthew 21:43) 

Supersessionists treat this as Jesus’ declaration that God removed His kingdom from Israel 
and gave it to the Church. But the context tells another story. In the Parable of the Vineyard 
(Matthew 21:33–44), the landowner represents God and the tenants are Israel’s corrupt 
leaders,  not “Israel.” The subject of Jesus’ rebuke is stated directly:  

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was 
speaking about them.” (Matthew 21:45) 

When Jesus says the kingdom will be taken away “from you,” He is addressing those 
unfaithful leaders—not the nation of Israel as a whole. The issue is failed stewardship. The 
future administration of God’s kingdom has been taken away from corrupt shepherds and 
entrusted to faithful ones. This theme echoes Ezekiel 34, where God condemns Israel’s 
wicked shepherds of Israel but promises to raise up one true Shepherd—the Messiah—who 
will restore His people. 

The apostles, the faithful remnant of Israel, became the first stewards of this kingdom 
message. They were told directly that they would sit on thrones of authority to judge the 
future, the restored Kingdom of Israel.   

And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matthew 19:28) 



Therefore, they looked forward to the restoration of Israel (Acts 1:6–7). Jesus’ words never 
abolish Israel’s calling but anticipate its fulfillment in a purified, repentant nation at His 
return (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25–27). 

When Jesus says: “he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it 
will scatter him like dust.” (Matthew 21:44) He was tying His sermon directly to Daniel 2, 
where the divine stone smashes the kingdoms of this world when He returns, at the end of 
the age. Jesus is the cornerstone of God’s redemptive plan, but the ultimate transfer of 
kingdom authority awaits His return and the establishment of His reign over a renewed 
Israel. 

In short: Jesus judged Israel’s corrupt leaders, not Israel itself. The passage, just like the rest of 
the Bible, points toward Israel’s future restoration, not her replacement. 

2. Romans 9:6–8 – “Not All Israel Are Israel” 

“For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all children because 
they are Abraham’s descendants.” (Romans 9:6–8) 

This verse is the cornerstone of Replacement Theology. Supersessionists argue that Paul 
redefines “Israel” spiritually, so that “true Israel” becomes the Church composed of both Jews 
and Gentiles. But this interpretation collapses when we simply read the rest of Paul’s larger 
argument. 

Romans 9–11 addresses the tension between Israel’s unbelief and God’s faithfulness. Paul 
explains that within Israel there is a believing remnant—the “Israel within Israel”—but he 
never suggests that Gentile believers have become Israel. There are two categories of Jews, 
believing and unbelieving, just as the prophets taught (Isaiah 10:22; Zephaniah 3:13). 

If Paul had redefined Israel as the Church, his statements in Romans 11 that most within 
Israel are enemies of the Gospel, but continue to be beloved because of the covenants, would 
make absolutely no sense. “God has not rejected His people, has He? Far from it!”—would make 
absolutely no sense. Likewise, his assertion that Israel’s hardening is partial and temporary 
(Romans 11:25) would make zero sense. In fact, none of Paul’s argument would make any 
sense. 

When Paul concludes that “all Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:26), he affirms the 
covenantal promises of restoration found in Isaiah 59:20–21 and Jeremiah 31:35–37. God’s 
covenant with Abraham remains intact. The apostle envisions Israel’s eventual repentance and 
redemption when the Deliverer returns. This will be followed by a restored Kingdom of Israel 
(Isaiah 60.) 



In short: Romans 9 distinguishes between believing and unbelieving Jews, not between Israel 
and the Church. Paul defends God’s faithfulness to Israel, not a transfer of covenant identity. 

3. Galatians 3:6–9, 27–29 – “Sons of Abraham by Faith” 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:27–29) 

Supersessionists claim this verse merges Jew and Gentile into one new “Israel.” Paul’s intent is 
not to redefine Israel, it is to declare that Gentiles share in Abraham’s spiritual blessing 
through faith. In Christ, both Jew and Gentile receive justification the same way Abraham 
did—by faith, not by law. This fulfills Genesis 12:3: “In you all the nations will be blessed.” 

Paul’s statement that there is “neither Jew nor Greek” (Galatians 3:28) concerns equality in 
the Body of Christ, not the erasure of ethnic distinctions. The same verse says there is neither 
male nor female. However, distinctions between men and women with the Body still exist. 
So do Jews and Gentiles. The apostle still calls himself “an Israelite, of the tribe of Benjamin” 
(Romans 11:1) and continues to refer to Gentiles as “Gentiles” (Romans 11:13). Just as men 
and women remain distinct though spiritually equal, so too do Jews and Gentiles retain their 
God-given identities, but neither is superior to the other. 

The Abrahamic promise contains both spiritual and national promises: the spiritual blessing 
of justification for all nations, and the physical promises of land and kingdom for Israel’s 
descendants. The Church shares equally in the spiritual blessings, but as it relates to the land, 
each are allowed their own land. Israel inherits theirs, and Gentile inherit the rest of the 
world, just as it is today. Paul upholds that both the spiritual and the national promises to 
Abraham and David are true.  

In short: Gentile believers are grafted into the blessing of Abraham, not the nation of Israel. 
Faith unites all in salvation—but God’s covenantal promises to Israel remain unbroken. 

4. Ephesians 2:14–16 – “One New Man” 

“For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier 
of the dividing wall … so that in Himself He might make the two one new person.” 
(Ephesians 2:14–15) 

Here Paul describes reconciliation, not replacement. The “dividing wall” refers to the Mosaic 
Law that separated Jews and Gentiles in worship and community. Through the cross, Jesus 
removed the enmity caused by these ordinances, creating unity in salvation and fellowship. 



But this does not erase Israel’s national or covenantal identity. Paul continues to distinguish 
between Jews and Gentiles elsewhere (Romans 1:16; 9:4–5; 11:1–2). The “one new man” 
refers to a shared spiritual family in Messiah, not a merged or redefined ethnic entity. Israel’s 
role in God’s plan remains intact, awaiting her future restoration when Messiah returns (Acts 
1:6; Romans 11:25–27). 

In short: Ephesians 2 teaches reconciliation between Jews and Gentiles, not the abolition of 
Israel’s unique identity or destiny. 

5. 1 Peter 2:9–10 – “A Chosen Race, a Royal Priesthood” 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession.” (1 Peter 2:9) 

Peter’s use of Old Testament covenant language (from Exodus 19:5–6 and Hosea 1–2) to 
describe believers is not a declaration of replacement but of participation. Gentiles are now 
grafted into Israel’s calling to proclaim God’s excellencies and bless the nations (Romans 
11:17–18). This does not nullify Israel’s promises but demonstrates how God’s grace extends 
outward through Israel’s Messiah. 

Peter himself later affirms that the same Jesus who saves Gentiles will restore Israel (Acts 
3:19–21). The Church shares in Israel’s mission—to be a light to the nations—but does not 
take over Israel’s identity or destiny. 

In short: 1 Peter 2 expands Israel’s priestly calling to include Gentiles through Christ, not to 
replace the nation but to fulfill its global purpose. 

Conclusion: God’s Faithfulness, Not Replacement 

Across the Scriptures, the message is consistent: God remains faithful to His covenant people. 
Jesus did not abolish Israel’s identity but exposed her corrupt leadership. Paul did not 
redefine Israel as the Church but clarified that God’s promises will be fulfilled in a believing 
remnant. The New Testament’s inclusion of Gentiles does not erase Israel—it magnifies 
God’s mercy to all nations. 

The prophetic hope remains: Israel will one day repent, believe, and bear fruit. “In the days to 
come Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, and they will fill the whole world with 
fruit.” (Isaiah 27:6) 

The God who keeps His promises to Israel will also keep them to us. Replacement Theology, 
in denying this, does not exalt grace—it undermines God’s covenant faithfulness. 




