
How to Identify False Prophets



False Prophets Lie 

False Prophets promise peace 

False prophets itch itching ears 

False prophets do it for money



Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Son of man, 
prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say 
to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, ‘Listen to the 
word of the Lord! ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Woe to the foolish 

prophets who are following their own spirit and have seen 
nothing. O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among 
ruins. You have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you 

build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle 
on the day of the Lord. They see falsehood and lying divination 
who are saying, ‘The Lord declares,’ when the Lord has not sent 

them; yet they hope for the fulfillment of their word. 
(Ezekiel 13:1–6)



“Did you not see a false vision and speak a lying divination 
when you said, ‘The Lord declares,’ but it is not I who have 
spoken?” ’ ” Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Because 

you have spoken falsehood and seen a lie, therefore 
behold, I am against you,” declares the Lord God. “So My 
hand will be against the prophets who see false visions 

and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the 
council of My people, nor will they be written down in the 
register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land 

of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord God. 
(Ezekiel 13:7-9)



“It is definitely because they have misled My 
people by saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace. 
And when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster 
it over with whitewash; so tell those who plaster it 
over with whitewash, that it will fall. A flooding rain 

will come, and you, O hailstones, will fall; and a 
violent wind will break out. “Behold, when the wall 

has fallen, will you not be asked, ‘Where is the 
plaster with which you plastered it?’ ” 

(Ezekiel 13:10–12)



Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “I will make a violent wind 
break out in My wrath. There will also be in My anger a 

flooding rain and hailstones to consume it in wrath. “So I will 
tear down the wall which you plastered over with whitewash 

and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation is laid 
bare; and when it falls, you will be consumed in its midst. 
And you will know that I am the Lord. “Thus I will spend My 
wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered it over 

with whitewash; and I will say to you, ‘The wall is gone and its 
plasterers are gone, along with the prophets of Israel who 

prophesy to Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her 
when there is no peace,’ declares the Lord God. 

(Ezekiel 13:13–16)



According to Lifeway Research: 

36% of Christians believe in a pre-tribulation rapture.  
4% believe in a mid-tribulation rapture.  

19% believe in a post-tribulation rapture.  
13% have other views of the rapture.  

4% of Christians are just not sure 
25% of Christians believe there is no literal rapture.



Jeremiah 14



But, “Ah, Lord God!” I said, “Look, the prophets are telling 
them, ‘You will not see the sword nor will you have famine, 

but I will give you lasting peace in this place.’ ” Then the 
Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying falsehood in 
My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor 
spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, 
divination, futility and the deception of their own minds. 

(Jeremiah 14:13–14)



“Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the prophets 
who are prophesying in My name, although it was not I 
who sent them—yet they keep saying, ‘There will be no 

sword or famine in this land’—by sword and famine 
those prophets shall meet their end! “The people also 
to whom they are prophesying will be thrown out into 

the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the 
sword; and there will be no one to bury them—neither 
them, nor their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters

—for I will pour out their own wickedness on them. 
(Jeremiah 14:15–16)



“You will say this word to them, ‘Let my eyes flow 
down with tears night and day, and let them not 

cease; for the virgin daughter of my people has been 
crushed with a mighty blow, with a sorely infected 

wound. ‘If I go out to the country, behold, those slain 
with the sword! Or if I enter the city, behold, diseases 

of famine! For both prophet and priest Have gone 
roving about in the land that they do not know.’  

(Jeremiah 14:17–18)



“Have You completely rejected Judah? Or have You loathed 
Zion? Why have You stricken us so that we are beyond 

healing? We waited for peace, but nothing good came; And 
for a time of healing, but behold, terror! We know our 

wickedness, O Lord, the iniquity of our fathers, for we have 
sinned against You. Do not despise us, for Your own name’s 

sake; Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory; Remember and 
do not annul Your covenant with us. Are there any among the 
idols of the nations who give rain? Or can the heavens grant 

showers? Is it not You, O Lord our God? Therefore we hope in 
You, For You are the one who has done all these things. 

(Jeremiah 14:19–22)



Jeremiah 23 



Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
“Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are 

prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They 
speak a vision of their own imagination, Not from the mouth 

of the Lord. “They keep saying to those who despise Me, 
‘The Lord has said, “You will have peace” ’; And as for 

everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, 
They say, ‘Calamity will not come upon you.’ “But who has 

stood in the council of the Lord, That he should see and hear 
His word? Who has given heed to His word and listened? 

(Jeremaiah 23:16–18)



“Behold, the storm of the Lord has gone forth in 
wrath, Even a whirling tempest; it will swirl down 

on the head of the wicked. “The anger of the 
Lord will not turn back Until He has performed 

and carried out the purposes of His heart; In the 
last days you will clearly understand it. “I did 

not send these prophets, But they ran. I did not 
speak to them, but they prophesied. 

 (Jeremiah 23:19–21)



“But if they had stood in My council, 
Then they would have announced My words to My 

people, and would have turned them back from 
their evil way and from the evil of their deeds. “Am 
I a God who is near,” declares the Lord. “And not a 

God far off? “Can a man hide himself in hiding 
places so I do not see him?” declares the Lord. 

“Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?” declares 
the Lord. 

(Jeremiah 23:22–24)



“I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy falsely 
in My name, saying, ‘I had a dream, I had a dream!’ “How long? 

Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets who prophesy 
falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own 
heart, who intend to make My people forget My name by their 
dreams which they relate to one another, just as their fathers 
forgot My name because of Baal? “The prophet who has a 

dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak 
My word in truth. What does straw have in common with grain?” 
declares the Lord. “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, 

“and like a hammer which shatters a rock? 
(Jeremiah 23:25–29)



“Therefore behold, I am against the prophets,” declares the Lord, 
“who steal My words from each other. “Behold, I am against the 

prophets,” declares the Lord, “who use their tongues and 
declare, ‘The Lord declares.’ “Behold, I am against those who 

have prophesied false dreams,” declares the Lord, “and related 
them and led My people astray by their falsehoods and reckless 
boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do they 
furnish this people the slightest benefit,” declares the Lord. “Now 

when this people or the prophet or a priest asks you saying, 
‘What is the oracle of the Lord?’ then you shall say to them, 

‘What oracle?’ The Lord declares, ‘I will abandon you.’ 
(Jeremiah 23:30–33)



“Then as for the prophet or the priest or the people 
who say, ‘The oracle of the Lord,’ I will bring 

punishment upon that man and his household. “Thus 
will each of you say to his neighbor and to his brother, 
‘What has the Lord answered?’ or, ‘What has the Lord 

spoken?’ “For you will no longer remember the 
oracle of the Lord, because every man’s own word 
will become the oracle, and you have perverted the 
words of the living God, the Lord of hosts, our God. 

(Jeremiah 23:34–36)



“…Therefore behold, I will surely forget 
you and cast you away from My 

presence, along with the city which I 
gave you and your fathers. I will put an 

everlasting reproach on you and an 
everlasting humiliation which will not be 

forgotten.” 
(Jeremiah 23:37–40)



“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day 
your Lord is coming. But be sure of this, that if the head of 

the house had known at what time of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have been on the alert and would 

not have allowed his house to be broken into. For this 
reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour when you do not think He will. Who 
then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master 

put in charge of his household to give them their food at 
the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master 

finds so doing when he comes.”  
(Matthew 24:42–46)


