
Legion or 
Group

Description Approx. 
Eastern 
Troops

Approx. 
Western 
Troops

Total 
Troops

X Frentensis  Eastern 4,500 500 5,000

XII Fulminata Eastern 
Cappadocia, Syria

4,500 500 5,000

V Macedonia Mixed
Originally from Moesia, but 
stationed in Syria since 62
(Pollard, Soldiers, Says 
that during war, local 
recruitment, often 
emergency recruitment, 
would have picked up 
dramatically)

2,000 3000

Approx. 750 
Italians,
+2,250 
Europeans

5,000

XV 
Appollinarus

Mixed
From Pannanonia, but 
stationed in Syria since 58
(See Keppie, Making of 
the Roman Legions, p. 
210)
(Pollard, Soldiers, Says 
that during war, local 
recruitment, often 
emergency recruitment, 
would have picked up)

2,500 2,500

Approx 500 
Italians,
+2,000 
Europeans

5,000

III Cyrenaica North African / Egyptian 
Cohorts from 30 onwards
A majority of Eastern 
peoples, from Asia Minor)

(Pollard, Complete, 156) 

3,300 
(Dando-Collins 
178 says 
Tacitus says 
that “several 
cohorts from III 
were sent)

200 3,500

XXII 
Deiotariana

One source says they had 
been in Syria since 41. 
Tacitus says they were 
raised in Libya. (Dando-
Collins 178)
Sent 4 Egyptian cohorts
(Keppie, Making p. 212)

1,900 1,00 2,000



IV Scythica
VI Ferrata

“troops ‘from the 
Euphrates’” 
Legionary Vexillations
(See Keppie, Legions, p. 
192)

3,000 3,000

Eastern 
Auxillaries

Cheesman says:

“Thus Antiochus III of 
Commagene, Agrippa II, 
Sohaemus of Emesa, and 
Malchus of Damascus 
contributed 15,000 men to 
the army which Vespasian 
led into Palestine in the 
spring of 67.”

15,000

King Malchus 
the Arab

6,000 6,000

King Agrippa II Sent 2,000 men, archers 
and calvary

2,000 2,000

King Sohemus 2,000 2,000

King 
Antiochus IV 
of 
Commagene

King of a portion of 
Armenia (Region of 
Modern day Turkey and 
Syria)

2,000 2,000

Aretas the 
Arabian

“a great army of horse and 
foot”  
(See Josephus’, Wars 2.5.1)

3,000 (see 
Cheesman)

3,000

Total 36,700 8,100 44,800
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